Board of Directors Meeting
Thursday, April 18, 2019
City Council Chambers, Fillmore City Hall
250 Central Avenue, Fillmore, CA 93015
MINUTES
Directors Present

Director Kelly Long, Chair
Director Ed McFadden, Vice Chair/Secretary/Treasurer
Director Lynn Edmonds
Director Gordon Kimball
Director Glen Pace

Directors Absent

Director Candice Meneghin

Staff Present

Anthony Emmert, executive director
Wayne Lemieux, legal counsel
Kris Sofley, clerk of the board

Public Present
Matt Carpenter, FivePoint NLF
Dave Ceppos, Center for Collaborative Policy/California State University, Sacramento
Dan Detmer, UWCD
Tony Morgan, Daniel B. Stephens & Associates (DBS&A)
George Reid
Steve Zimmer

1.

Call to Order – First Open Session 5:06p.m.
Chair Long called the meeting to order at 5:06p.m.

2.

Pledge of Allegiance
Chair Long led the group in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

3.

Directors Roll Call
Chair Long reported that Director Meneghin was ill and unable to attend tonight’s Board
Meeting. Directors Pace, Kimball, Edmonds and McFadden were all in attendance.
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4.

Public Comments
Chair Long asked if there were any public comments. None were offered.

5.

Approval of Agenda
Motion
Chair Long asked if there were any changes to the agenda. Ms. Sofley said there were no
changes.
Motion to approve the agenda, Director McFadden; Second, Director Kimball. Voice
vote: five ayes (Edmonds, Kimball, Long, McFadden, Pace); none opposed/none
abstained; one absent (Meneghin). Motion carries 5/0/1.

6.

Director Announcements/Board Communications
Information Item
Chair Long reported that she had attended the AWA Symposium that day and that it was
a great meeting regarding the future of water and covered all of the complexities of
SGMA, which most of the Board understands.
Director Pace said that he wanted to inform the Board that he was beginning the process
of selling Waring Water, the company that he owned. He has entered into an agreement
to sell, but it will be a year before it takes place. He stated that he will be discussing this
with the Piru Pumpers Association at its next meeting. Chair Long said that he was
appointed to the Board for a two-year term, so his term is coming up for renewal in the
near future. Director Pace reminded her that the terms were staggered, with the Fillmore
Pumpers representative appointed for a two-year term and the Piru Pumpers
representative appointed for a three-year term, and that his term’s expiration will coincide
with the same of the water company. Chair Long asked legal counsel to confirm this.
Director Kimball reported that the Fillmore and Piru Pumpers Associations would have
their next joint meeting on Tuesday, June 11, at 10am at the Veterans Memorial Hall in
Fillmore. He thought that this would be a good opportunity for the consultants to take
advantage of the meeting to engage stakeholders, if they wished. Director Edmonds
asked if it was appropriate for her to attend the meeting and Director Kimball replied that
it was an open public meeting.

7.

Executive Director Update
Information Item
Mr. Emmert addressed the Board, saying there were a few things to report on. He said that
staff was moving forward on the issuance of credits based on the Board’s March 28, 2019
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approval, and were working through the details to ensure correctness. He thanked Director
Kimball for letting staff know about the properties that were recently sold. Mr. Emmert
stated that legal counsel had proposed language regarding the credits issuance and that staff
is using that language for both phone inquiries and for the cover letter to pumpers. He
stated that the package to be mailed to pumpers will include the cover letter, a credit
statement for the July 1, 2017 to December 31, 2017 period, a credit statement for January
1, 2018 to March 26, 2018 period, and an invoice for the July 1, 2018 to December 31,
2018 period. Mr. Emmert said that late fees for the second billing period would be prorated. He stated that staff should complete the credits issuance within the next week, but
the same staff members working on the credit issuance are also working to finalize United
Water Conservation District’s (District) budget document.
Director McFadden said the Farm Bureau Board of Directors response to the credit was
positive – nobody is complaining.
Mr. Emmert continued, stating that District staff was making good progress on the model
development for the two basins, and that the effort is on schedule. He also reported that
staff had begun work on the first grant report and invoice, which is due to the Department
of Water Resources (DWR) in May 2019. He stated that the first report is more difficult
to complete, as it must capture Agency activities and expenditures back to the beginning
of the period allowable under the grant agreement. Mr. Emmert explained that the report
will be detailed enough to capture all allowable Agency expenditures and all allowable inkind work performed by the District on model development, with the intent to meet
matching requirements as early as possible. He stated that Agency staff will work closely
with Eduardo Pech, DWR’s grant administrator, to minimize agency costs and maximize
grant reimbursements. Mr. Emmert stated that Agency staff and DBS&A staff had held a
three-hour grant kick-off meeting with DWR staff in late February 2019.
Mr. Emmert stated that staff has begun working on the Agency’s draft budget for Fiscal
Year 2019-2020.
Chair Long asked about the status of the Basin Boundary Modification. Mr. Emmert said
that DWR has recently issued a notification that it had finalized the boundaries
modifications for the two basins, with no additional changes. He stated that staff will reach
out to the affected well owners, and will include them in the billing for the period ending
June 30, 2019. He reminded the Board that the significant change was the extension of the
Fillmore basin boundary to the boundary of the Santa Paula basin adjudication, thereby
adding significant pumping by the Farmers Irrigation Company to the Fillmore Basin. He
stated that the changes to the Piru basin boundaries did not result in the capture of
significant additional pumping. Director Edmonds asked if Mr. Emmert foresaw any
problems. He replied that the most difficult task will be to communicate with the owners
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of the smaller wells in the side canyons of the Piru basin, as none responded to previous
letters and several are outside of the District’s service are, making information gathering
more difficult. He stated that staff has not put too much time into this effort, as it had been
working on other priority items.

8.

Legal Counsel Update
Information Item
Mr. Lemieux said that he had no update for the Board.

9.

Groundwater Sustainability Plans Development Update
Information Item
Tony Morgan, of Daniel B. Stephens and Associates, provided the Board with a brief
background on Dave Ceppos explaining that Mr. Ceppos had a lot of information to present
to the Board. He also reported that DBS&A staff was working on identifying and
evaluating the data gap portion of the groundwater sustainability plan (GSP), and that it
had just recently begun work on developing the stakeholder engagement program.

10.

CONSENT CALENDAR
Motion to approve the Consent Calendar items, Director McFadden, Second, Director
Edmonds. Voice vote: five ayes (Edmonds, Kimball, Pace, Long, McFadden); none
opposed/none abstained; one absent (Meneghin). Motion carries 5/0/1.

10A Approval of Minutes
The Board will consider approving the Minutes from the Board Meeting of
March 21, 2019 and the Special Board Meeting of March 28, 2019.

10B Approval of Warrants
The Board has no invoices for payment this month.

10C Monthly Financial Report
Staff has prepared an update on the Agency’s cash position, as of March 29, 2019,
and is currently in the process of issuing credits for groundwater extraction fees.
An updated profit and loss statement and balance sheet will be provided once the
credits have been completed.

